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Why an Economic Development Committee?
The Economic Development Committee (EDC) was established by Council in 1994 to help promote retention and expansion of existing businesses, act as a resource for new business, improve the borough's ratable tax base, develop and maintain a database of available property and promote positive economic development dialogue in Hunterdon County. Membership in the Committee has changed over the years, but the committee has continued to work diligently toward those goals. Past initiatives of the EDC include the Farmers Market, the Tour of High Bridge bike race, and the creation of the Borough website. The most public evidence of their work can be seen up and down Main Street. The new sidewalks, lamp posts and trash receptacles are the result of groundwork laid under the leadership of former committee chair Vinnie Schweikert. The ongoing work is now handled directly by Council and Borough Administrator Doug Walker.  
Developments in 2009
Something rather unprecedented happened in 2009. Under the direction of Councilman Dean Rapp, joint meetings were held between the EDC, Cultural & Heritage, and Environmental Committees. The subject of these meetings was quite specific and should be of importance to every resident of High Bridge: how to better utilize the vast amount of open space owned by the Borough. It may come as no surprise to some that nearly 40% of High Bridge Borough is Open Space of one type or another. The goal was to develop ideas for utilizing that vast space for recreational, educational, or even commercial uses.

Three meetings were held over the course of several months, beginning with a review of the various properties available for use. Those committee members who were unfamiliar with the properties made arrangements to view them, either alone or in small groups.  Mayor Desire and Councilwoman Murdock were very helpful in arranging these “tours”.

The committees were given the opportunity to meet individually and develop a list of possible uses for each property. At the second joint meeting they combined their lists, eliminating duplicate or similar ideas, and expanding on others. It was really refreshing to see the breadth of ideas each committee came up with, and the openness to suggestions and alternatives. At the final joint meeting, a pared down list was incorporated into a PowerPoint presentation developed by then EDC member Adrienne Pavan, who now sits on Council.  As a result of this presentation, Adrienne will now oversee a newly formed Open Space Committee, the purpose of which will be to see those ideas through to fruition. The make up of the committee has not been finalized, but it may be composed of representatives from all other Borough committees. 

Current and Future Initiatives

The EDC is now looking into a variety of initiatives and projects. The establishment of a Redevelopment Entity, easing the parking issues along Main Street and elsewhere, and initiatives to draw new businesses to High Bridge are all under consideration. (A full listing of the Committee’s goals for 2010 can be found on the EDC page of the Borough website: www.highbridge.org/economic_development_committee.html) We are also well aware that one of the best sources for ideas and concerns are the existing businesses and residences of town. Elsewhere in the issue of the Bridge, and at the end of this article you will find a link to a short survey. Your input is important to us and will help direct our work toward making High Bridge a more business and shopper friendly destination. The survey can be returned to Town Hall in person, mailed or faxed. It will also be available on line at the Borough website.

The EDC looks forward to receiving input from all residents. Check future issues of The Bridge, and the EDC page of the Borough website, for results and updates.

William Miller

Chairman, EDC

edc@highbridge.org
Click here for the survey: http://content.highbridge.org/docs/general/EDC_Survey_100424175542.doc
